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“TRUTH WILL PREVAIL.” 


4... 


"RISE OF THE CHURCH. 
CONCLUDED. ] 


LETTER Vili. 
Dear Broraer,— 
In my last I said I should 
give, partially, a “‘deseription of the 
ce where, and the manner in which 
these records where deposited:”’ the first 
ise | have fulfilled, and must pro- 
céed to the latter: . 
‘The hill of which I have been speak- 
ing, atthe time mentioned, presented 
a varied appearance: the north end 


rose suddenly from the plain, forming}} 


a promontory without timber, but cov- 
ered with grass. As you passed to the 
south you soon came to scattering tim- 
ber, the surface having Seen cleared by 
art or by wind; and a short distance 
further left, you are surrounded with 
the common forest ofthe country. It 
is necessary to observe, that even the 
part cleared was only occupied for pas- 
turage, ifs steep ascent and narrow 
summit not admitting the plow of the 
husbandman, with any degree of ease 
or profit. It was at the second men- 
tioned place where the record was found 
deposited, on the west side of the hill, 
not far from the ‘top down its -side; 
and when myself Visited the place in 
the year 1830,. there were sevoral trees 
standing: enough to cause a shade in 
summer, but not so much as to prevent 
the surface being covered with grass— 
which was also the case when the rec- 
ofd was first found. 
Whatever may be the feelings of men 
‘én the reflection of past acts which 
have been performed on certain por- 
tions or spots of this earth, 1 know. not 
neither does it.add ot diminish to nor 
from the reality of my subject. When 
Moses heard the voice of God, at the 
foot of Horeby out of the burning bush, 
be was commanded to take his shoes 
off his: feet, for the ground on which’ he 
stood was holy. « ‘I'he same may be ob- 
served when Joshua beheld the ‘‘Cap- 
tain of the Lord’s host” by Jericho.— 
And 1 confees that my mind was filled 
with' many reflections and though | did 
not ther loose my shoo, with grati- 


[Whole No. 25, 


of my heart. 


How far below the surface these rec- | 


ords were placed by Moroni, I am un- 
able to say; but from the fact that they 
had been some fourteen hundred years 
buried, and that too onthe side of a 
hi!] so steep, and is ready to conclude 
that they were same feet below, as the 
earth would naturally wear more or 
less in that length of time. But they 


being placed toward the top of thejhill, 


the ground would net remove as much 
#s at two-thirds, perhaps. Another 
circumstance would prevent a wearing 


the earth: in all probability, as soon . 


as timber had time .to grow, the hill 
was covered, after the Ne hites were 
destroyed, and the roots of the same 
would hold the. surface. However, on 
this point I shall leave every man to 
draw his own con¢lusion, and form his 
own speculation, as I only promised to 
give a description of the place at the 
time the records were found in 1823.— 
It is sufficient for my present purpose, 
to know, that such is the fact: that in 
1823, yes, 1823, a man with whom I 
have had the most intimate and person- 
al acquaintance, for almost seven 
years, actually discovered by the vis- 
ion of God, the plates from which the 
book of Mormon, as much as it is di» 
believed, was translated! Such is the 
case, though men rack their very brains 
to invent falsehoods, and then waft 
them upon-every breeze, to the contra- 
ry notwithstanding. 

1 have now given sufficient on the 
subject of the hill ,Cumorah—it has a 
singular and imposing appearance for 
that country, and must excite the curi- 
ous engdiry of every lover of the book 
of Mormon: though I hope never like 
Jerusalem, and the sepulchre of our 
Lord, the pilgrims. In my estimation, 
certain places are dearer to me for 
what they now contain than for what 
they Aavecontained. For the satisfaction 
of such as believe I haye been thus par- 
ticular, and toavoid the question being 
a thousand times asked, more than any 
other cause, shall proceed and he as 
particular as heretofore. The manner 
in which the plates weré deposited: | 


~ 
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First a hole of suficient depth, (how 

I know not,) was dug. At the 
bottom of this was laid a stone of suita- 
ble size the upper surface being smooth. 
At each edge was placed a large quan- 
tity of coment, and into this cement. at 
the four edges of this stone, were pla- 
ced, erect, four others, thei? bottom 
edges ing in the cement at the out- 
er edges Of the first sione. ‘The four 
last named, when placed erect, formed 
a box, the corners, or where the cdges 
of the four camé in contact, were ulso 
cemented so firmly that the moisture 
from without was prevented from en- 
tering. It is to be observed, aleo, that 
the inner surface of the four erect, or 
side stones was smooth. ‘I'his Lox was 
sufficiently large toadmit a brest-plate, 
such us was used by the ancicnts to de- 


fend the chest, gc. frqm the arrows! 


and weapons of their enemy. From 
the bottom of the box, or from the 
brest-plate, arose three smal! pillars 
composed of the same description of 
cement used on the edges; and ypon 
these three pillars was placed the'rec- 
ord of the children of Joseph, and of a 
people who left the tower fur, far be- 
fore the duys of Joseph, or a sketch of 
each, which had it not been for this, and 
the vever failing yondness of God, we 
might have perished in our sins, hav- 
ing been left to bow down before the 
altars of the Gentiles and to have puid 


“homage to the priests of Baal! I must 


not forget to say that this box, contain- 
ing the record was coverd with anoth- 
er stone, the bottom surface being flat 
and the upper, crowning. But those 
three pillars were not so lengthy as to 
cause the plates and the crowning stone 
to come in contact. I have now given 
you, according to my promise, the 
manterin which this record was de 
posited; though when it was first visi- 
ted by our brother, in 1923, a part of 
the crowning stone was visible above 
the surface while the edges were con- 
ceald by the soil and grass, from 
which circumstance you will see, ;that 
however deep this box might have been 
placed by Moroni at first, the time had 
been sufficient to wear the earth so 
that it was easily discovercd, when 
once directed, and yet not enouvrh to 
make a perceivable difference to the 

sset by. So wonderful arc the works 


ofthe Almighty, and so far from our! 


finding out are his ways, that one who 


trembles to take his holy name into his . 
is left to wonder at his exact prove. 


idences, and the fulfilment of his pur- 
poses in the event of times and seasons. 
A few years sooner might have found 
even the top stone concealed, and dis- 
couraged our brother from attempti 

to make a futher trial to obtain this 
rich treasure, for fear. of discovery; 
and a few later might have left the 


small box uncovered, and exposed its” 


valuable contents to the rude calcula 
tions und vain speculations of those 
who neither understand common lan- 
guage nor fear God. But such would 
have been contrary to the words of the 
ancients and the promises made to 
them: and,this is why Lam left to ad-+ 


mire the works and see the wisdom in. 


the designs of the Lord in all things 
manifested to the eyes ofthe world: 
they show tbat all human inventions 
are like the vapors, while his word en» 


dures forever and his promises to the © 


last generation. 
Having thus digressed from my main 
subject to give a jew items for the spe- 


cial benefit of all, it will be necessary” 


to return, and proceed as formeriy.— 
And if any suppose | have indulged too 
freely in reflections, | will only say, 
that it is my opivion. were one to havo 
a view of the glory of God which is to 
cover Israel in the last days, and know 
that these, though they may be thought 
small things were the beyinning to 
efiect the same, they would be at a 
loss where tu close, should they give a 
moment’s vent to the imaginations of 
the heart. 

You will have wondered, perhaps, 
that the mind of our brother should be 
so vccupied with the thoughts of the 


goods of this world, at. the time ar- 


riving at Cumorah, on the morning of 
the 22nd of September, 1823 afier 
having been wrspt in the visions of heav- 
en during the night, and also seeing 
and hearing in open day: but the mind 
of man is easily turned, if it is not held 
by the power of God through the pray- 
er of faith and you will remember 
thatd have said that two invisible pow~ 
ers were operating upon his mind du- 
ring his walk from his residence to Cu- 
morah, and that the one urging the cer- 
tainty of wealth and ease in this life, 


had so powerfully wrought upon him, 
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not kept the commandments of the 
Lord,” answered a voice, within a 
seeming short distance. He looked, 
and to his astonishment, there steod the 
angel who had previously given him 
the directiuns concerning this matter. 
In am instant, al! the formor. instruc- 
tions, the great intelligence coficerning 
Israel and the last days, were brought 
to his mind: he thought of the time 
when his heart was fervently engaged 
in. prayer to the Lord, when his spirit 
was contrite, ard when his holy mes- 
senger from the skies unfolded the 
wonderful connected with this 
record. He had corm, to be sure, and 
found the word of the angel fulfilled 
concerning the reality of the record, 

he had failed to remember the 
g end for which they had been 
kept, and in consequence could not 
have power to také them into his pos- 
session and bear them away. 


that the great object so carefully and 
impressively wamed by the angel, had 
entirely gone from his recollection that 
only a fixed determination to obtain 
now urged him forward. In this, which 
occasioned a failure to obtain, at that 
time, tke Tecotd, do not understand me 
to atrach blame to our brother: he was 
young, nod bis wil easily turved from 
correct principles, unless he could be 
favored with a ‘certain round of experi- 
ence. And yet, while young, anttadi- 
tionated and untaught in the systems 
of the world, he was ina situation to be 
lend into the great work of God, and 
‘be qualified to perform it in due tine. 

After arriving at the repository, a 
little exertion in removing the soil from 
the edges of the top of the box, amd a 
light pry, brought to his natural visian 
its contents. sooner did he behold 
this sacred treasure than his. Ropes 
were renewed, and he s«pposed his 
success cettain; and without first at-|) At that instan: he looked to the Lord 
wm Ss take it from its tong place}in prayer, and ns he prayed darkness 
of depostt, he thought, perhaps, there} began to disperse from his mind and 
might be semethmg more, equally asi his soul was lit up asit was the even- 
valuuble, and to take only the ptates,jing before, and he was filled with the 
might give others an opportumty of ob-{| Holy Spirit; and nogain did the Lord 
twining the remainder, which could hej manifest his condescension and. merey: 
secure, Would still add to his store of} the heavens were opened and the glory 
wealth. These in short, werc his te-||of the Lord shone round about and rest- 
flections, without once thinking of the|}cd upon him While he thus stood ga- 
solernn instraction of the heavenly mes-|| zing. and admiring, the angel said, 
senger, that a. must be dome with an/| “Look!” and aos he thus spake he be- 
express view of glorifying God. held the prince of darkness, surrougded 
On attempting to take possession of} by his innumerable train of associates. 
the reeord a shock was ptuduced upon] All this passed before him, and the 
dis system, by an_ invisible power, || heavenly messenger «aid, “Al? this 
which deprived him, in a measure, of||shown, the good and the evil, the hotly 
natural strength. He ‘desisted for|)and inpure, the glocvy of God apd the 
nn instavt, and then made another at-|| power of darkness, that you may know 
tem t, but was more sensidly shocked); hereafter the two powers and never be 
tinn before. What was the occasion || influenced or oveyeume by that wicked 
of this ho knew not—thcre was the/'one. Behold, whatever entices and 
pure ansullied record, as hed been des- | leads to good aad to dogeod, is of God, 
scribed—he had heard of the power of|;and whatever does net is of that wick- 
enchantment, anda thousand like sto-/||ed ope: It is he shat fills the hearts of 
ries, which held the hidden treasures || men'with evil, te walk in darkress and 
of the earth, and supposed that physi-|blaspheme Ged; and you may: learn 
cal exertion and personal strength was|| from henceforth, that bis ways are to 
only necessary to enable him to yet ob- | destruction, but» the way of hohiess is 
tain the object ef his wish. He there-||peace «and rest. You now see why 
fure made the third ‘attempt with an} you cuykd not obtain this record; that 
increased exertion, when his strength commonament was strict, and that 
failed him more than at either of the} if ever these saered things are obtain- 
former’ times, and without premedita-|jed they must be by prayet and faithful- 
ting he exckiimed, “Why can I not ob-||ncss in obeyiag the Lord. They are 
tain this book?” “Becauso you have) nct deposited hare for the sake of ac~ 
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_ Cause they contain that whigh is sacred; 


“ber, that they are to be translated by 


velous work: the wisdom of the wise 


ThMES AND SEASONS. 


cumulating gain and wealth for the 

lory of this world: they were sealed 
* the prayer of faith, and because of 
the knowledge which they contain they 
are of no worthamong the children of 
men, only for their knowledge. On 
them is contained ihe fulness of, the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, as it was given 
to his people on this land, and when it 
shall be brought forth.by the power of 
God it shall be carried to the Gentiles, 
of whom many will ‘receive it, and af- 
ter will the seed of Israel be brought 
into the -fold of their Redeemer by 
obeying it also. Those who kept the 
commandments of the Lord on this 
land, desired this at his hand, and 
through the prayer of faith obtained 
the promise, that if their descendants 
shoyld transgress and fall away, that 
a record might be kept and in the last 
‘days come to their children. These 
things are sacred, and must be kept so, 
for the promise of the Lord concerning 
them, must be fulfilled. No man can 
obtain them if his heart is impure, be- 


truth, where no evil can disturb them. 
The glory af God, crowns them, and 
they continually feast upon his gdod- 
ness and enjoy his smiles. i, 
notwithstanding you have seep this 
great display of power, by which you 
may ever be able to detect the evil.on 

yet I give unto you another damaut 
when it comes to pass then know .that 
Sy aa is God and that he will fulfill 
his purposes, and that the knowledge 
which this record contains, will go to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongues, 
and people under the whole heaven.— 
This is the sign:, When these . things 
begin to be known, that is, when it is 
known that. the Lord. has shown you 
these things, the workers of.,eniqnity 
will seex your overthrow: they. will 
circulate falshoods- to destroy your 
reputation, and also will seek to take 
your life; but remember -this, if you 
are faithful, and shall hereafter contin- 
ue to keep the commandments of the 
Lord, you shall be preserved to bring 
these things forth; for in,:due time he 
will again give you a commandment. to 
some and tuke them. When they are 
interpreted the Lord will-give the holy 
priesthood to some, and they- shall be 
gin to proclaim this gospel and baptize 
by water, and after that they shall have 
power to give the Holy. Ghost by,.the 
laying on oftheir hands.-. Then will 
persecution. t»ge more and more; for 
the iniquities of men shall be revealed, 
and those who are vot built upon the 
Rock will seek to overthrow this church; 
but it will increase the. more opposed, 
and spread farther and farther, increas- 
ing in knowledge till.they shall be 
sanctified and yeceive an inheritance 
where the glory of God will rest upon 
them; and when this takes. place, and 
all things are. prepared, the ten tribes 
of Israel will. be revealed in the north 
country, whither they have been for a 
long season; and when this is fulfilied 
will be brought to pass that saying of 
the prophet—‘And the, Redeemer, shall 
come to Zion, and unto them.:that turn 
from, transgression in: Jacob, saith the 
Lord’—But, notwithstanding the -work- 
ers of iniquity shall seek. your-destrue- 
tion the arm of the Lord will be extea- 
t ded, and you will be borne off conquer- 
.in the kingdom of God where joy un-|jor,.if you keep all .bis commandments. 
speakable surrounds them. ‘There they || Your name shallbe known among the 
rest beyond the power of the enemy of|jnatione, for the work which the Lord 


and besides, should they be entrusted 
in unholy hands the knowledge could 
not come to the world, because they 
cannot be interpreted by the lefrning 
of this generation; consequently, they 
would be considered of no worth, only 
as precious metal. Therefore, remem- 


the gift and power of God.. By them, 
will the Lord work a great and a;mar- 


shall become as nought, and the under- 
standing of the .prudent shall be hid, 
and because the power of God shall be 
displayed those. who profess to)-know 
the truth but walk in deccit, shall tréem- 
ble with anger; but with signs and 
with wonders, with gifts and with heal- 
ings, with the manifestations of ,the 
power of God, and with the Holy Ghost, 
shall the hearts of the faithful be com- 
forted. You have.now beheld the pow- 
er_of God’manifesited,and the power of 
satan: you sce that there is nothing 
that is desirable in the works of dark- 
ness; that they cannot bring happiness; 
that those who are overcome therewith 
are miserable, while"on the other 
the righteous are blessed with a place 
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will perform ky your hands shal! cause 
the’ righteots to rejoice and the wicked 
to rags: with the one it shall be had in 
honor, and with the other in repreach; 
yet, with these it shall be a terror be- 
cause of the great and marvelous work 
which shall follow the coming forth of 
this fulmess of the gospel. Now, gothy 
way, remembering what the Lord has 
done for thee, and be diligent in keep- 
ing his commandments, and he wil! de- 
liver the from temptations and all the 
arts and devices of the’ wicked one.— 
Forget not to pray, that: thy mind may 
become strong, when: he shall 
manifest unto thee, thou mayest have 
power to escape the evil, and* obtain 
these precious things.” 
Though [ am uhable to paint before 

the mind, a perfect description of the 
scenery which passed before our broth: 
erl think | have-said enough to give 
you a field for reflection’ which may 
not be unprofitable. You see the great 
wisdom ‘in God in leading him thus far, 
that his mind'might begin to be ~ more 
matured, and thereby be able to judge 
correctly, the spirits. [do not say 
that he would not’ have obtained the 
record had he went according to the 
direction of the Angel—I say that he 
would; but God knowing all things 
from the beginning, began thus to in: 
struct his servant. And in this it is 
plainly to be seen that the adversary 
of truth is not sufficieat to overthrow 
the work of God. © You will remember 
that P said, two invisible powers were 
operating Upon the mind of our brother 
while going toCumorah. In this, then, 
I distofer wisdom in the dealings of 
the Lord: it was impossible for any 
man to translate the book of Mormon 
by the gift‘of God, and endure the af- 
fli¢tions, and temptations, and devices 
of satan, Without being overthrown, 
unless he had been: previously benefit: 
ted with a céttain round of éexpericnce: 
and had out brother obtained the record 
the first'time, hot knowing to‘de: 
tact He works of darknesg, he mig 
ave.been deprived of the’ blessing o 
sending forth the word of truth to this 
generation. Therefore, God knowing 
that satan would thas lead his mind as- 
tray, van at that early hour, that 
when the fuji tinle should arrive, he 
might have a servant prepared to fulfill 
his purpose. So however afficting to 


his feellings thig. repulse might have 
been, he had rellibe to rejoice before 
the Lord and be thankful for the favors 
and mercies shown; that whatevet oth-' 
er instretton was necessary to fhe ac- 
complishing this great work, he had 
learned by experience, how to discern 
between the spirit of Christ and the 
spirit of the devil. 
From tnis time to September, 1827, 
few occurrences worthy of note, trans- 
pired. Asa fact to be expected, noth- 
ing of importance’ could be recorded 
concerning a generation in darkness.— 
{n the mean time our brother of whom 
I have been speaking, passed the time 
as others, in laboring for his. support. 
But in consequence of certain false and 
slanderous reports which have been 
circulated, justice would réquire me to 
sty something upon'the private life of 
one whose characterhas been soshaine- 
fully traduced. » By some he is said to 
have been a.lazy, idle, vicious, profli- 
gute fellow. ‘These l am prepated to 
contradict, and that too by the testimo- 
ny of many persons with whom | have 
been intimately acquaipted, and know 
to be individuals ol the strictest veraci- 
ty, and unquestionable integrity. All 
these strictly and virtually agree in say- 
ing, that he was an honest, upright, 
virtuous, and faithfully industriéus 
youngman. And those who say to 
the contrary can be influenced by no 
othe? motive than to destroy the repu- 
tation of one who never injured any 
man in either property or persos. ‘ 
While young, [ havé been informed 
he was afflic with ‘sickness; but I 
have been told by those for whom’ he 
hag labored, that he was a young man 
of truth and industrious habits. And I 
will add further that it ismy conviction, 
If he mever had been called to the. ex- 
alted station which ‘he. ‘now occupies, 
he might have passed down the’ stream 


of timfie with ease andin respectability, 


withdut the foul and hellish tongue of 
stinder ever being .emplayed against 
him. It is no'more than to be expect- 
ed, | ‘admit, that men of corrupt hearts 
will-try to tradace’ his’ character and 
put’a spot upon his name: indeed, this 
is decording to the word of the angel; 
but this doesnot prohibit me from 
speaking freely of his merits, and ‘con- 
tradicting those falsehoods—I feel my- 
self bound so to do, and I ‘know that 
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y testimony, «n this matter, will be 
Teceived and believed “while those who 
testify to the contrary are crumbled to 
dust, and their words"§swept away in 
the general mass of lies when God 
shall purify the earth! 

Connected with this, is the charac- 
ter of the family: and on this [ say as 
I said concerning the character of ou: 
brother—l feel myself |! ound to defen | 
the innocent‘ulways when o,portuni!y 
offers. Had not those who are nvtori- 
ous for lies and dishonesty, a!so assail- 
ed the character of the family I should 
pass over them here in silence; but 
now shall not forbear. It has been 
industriously circulated that they were 
dishonest, deceitful and vile. On this 
I have the testimony of responsible 
persons, whohave said and will say. 
that this is basely false; and besides, 
& personal acquaintance for seven 
years, has demonstrated that ail the dif- 
ficulty is, they were once poor, (vet 
industrious,) and have now, by the he!p 
of God, arisen to note, and their 
names are like to, (indeed they will,) be 
handed {down to posterity, and had 
among the righteous. —Thev are indus- 
trious, honest, virtuous aud liberal to 
all. .This is their character; and 
though many take advantage of their 
liberelitvy, God will reward them; but 
this is the fact, and this testimony shall 
shina upon the records of the saints, 
and be recorded oo the archives of 
heaven to be read inthe day of eter- 
nity, when the wicked and perverse, 
who bave vilely slandered them with 
out Cause or provocation, reap their re- 
ward with the unjust, wiere there is 
weeping, wailing aod gnashing of 
teeth!—if they do uot repent. 

after this visitteu Cumorah, a 
gentleman from the south par: of the 
Siate, (Chehango County.) employed 
our brother asa common iaborer, and 
accordingly he visited that section of 
the country; and had he not been ac- 
cused of digging dowa all, or nearly 
80, the mountains of Susquehannah, or 
causing others to «lo it by some art of 
necromaucy, | should leave this, for the 

resent, unnoticed. You will remem- 

r, in the mean time, that those who 
seek to vilify his character, say that he: 
has always been notorious for his idie-; 
ness. This gentleman, whose naine 
js Stowel, resi 


bridge, on or near the waters of 
the Susquehannah rivet. Some forty 
niles south,or down the river, in the 
town, of Harmony, Susquebannah 
county, Pa. is said to be a cave or sub- 
terraneous recess, whether. entirel 
formed hy art or notl am 
neither does this matter; but such is 
said to be the cuse,—where a company 
of Spaniards, a long since, when’ 
the country was uninhabited by white 
settlers, excavated from the bowels. of 
the earth ore, and coined a large quan- 
tity of monvy; after which they scecur- 
ed the cavity and evacuated, leaving a 
part still in the cave, purposing 1% ro- 
turn ateome distant period. A long 
time clapsed and this account came 
from one of the individuals who was 
first engaged in this mining business. 
The ont and the 
spot minutely described: This, 1 be- 
lieve, is the substance, so far as my 
memory serves, though | shall uot 
pledge iny veracity for the cerrectness 
of the account as | have given.— 
Enough however, was credited of tho 
Spaniard’s story, to excite the belief 
of many that there was a fine sum of 
the precious metal lying coined in this 
subterraneous vault, among whom wag 
our employer; and accordingly our 
brother was required to spend a few 
months with some others in excavating 
the earth, in pursuit of this treasure. 
While employed here he became ac- 
quainted with the family of Isaac Hale 
of whom you reud in severul of the 
productions of those why have sought 
to destroy the validity of the book of 
Mormon. It may be necessary here-. 
after, to refer you more particularly to 
the condnet of this family, as their in- 
finence has been considerably cxerted 
tu destroy the reputation of our broth- 
er, probably because he. married a 
daughter of the same, contrary to some 
of their wishes, and in connection with 
this, to certvin statements of some others 
bf the inhabitants of that section of 
country. But in saviog this 1 do not 
Wish to be understood as uttering aught 
against Mrs. Smith, (formerly Emma 
Hale.) She hus most eertuinly evin- 
ced a decidedly correct mind and un- 
common ability of talent and jud 
ment, ina manifest willingness to ful- 
fil, on hee part, that passage in sacred 


in the town of Bain-] writ.—‘and they twain shall be one 
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flesh,” —by ‘Accompanying her hus” 


band, against the wishes and advice of 


her relatives, to a land of strangers: 
and however | may deprecate their uc- 
Uons, can say iv justice, her character 
stands us fair for morality, piety and 
virtue, as any in the tee A hough 
you may say, this is 
the subject ca trust | shall be 
indulged, for the purpose of satisfying 
many, who have heard so many slan- 
derous reports that they are led to be- 
lieve them true because they are not 
contradicted; and besides, /his gener- 
ation are determined to oppose every 
item inthe form or under the pretence 
of revelation, unless it comes through 
na man who has always been more pure 
than Michael the great prince; and as 
this is the fuct,and my opposers have 
put me to the necessity, 1 shali be more 
prolix, and have no doubt, before Lb 
give up the point, shall prove to your 
satisfaction, and to thatof every man, 
that the translator of the book of Mur- 
mon is worthy the appellation of a seer 
and a prophet of the Lord. in this | 
do not pretend that he is not a man sub- 
jectto passion hke other men, beset 
with infirmities aud encompassed with 
weaknesses; but if he is, all. men were 
so before him, and a pretence to the 
contrary would argue « more than mor- 
til, which would at. once destroy the 
whole system of the religion of the LorJ 
us; for be anciently echosy the 
weuk to overcome the strong, tho fuol- 
ish to confound the wise, (1 mean eon- 
s dered so by this world.) and by the 
fuolisliness of preaching tu save those 
who believe. 

On the private character of our 
brother I nced add nothing further, at 
present, previous to his obtaining the 
records,of the Nephites, only that 
while in that country, some véry offi- 
cious person complained of him as-a 
disorderly person, anc brouglit him be- 
fore the autharities of the county; but 
there being nu cause of action he was 
honorably acquited. From this time 
forward he continued to receive instruc- 
tions.concerning the coming forth of 
the fulnéss of the goepel, from the 
mouth ofthe heavenly messenger, un- 


digression from 


see thousands rejoicing in the assu- 
rance of the promises of the Lord 
confirmed to them through the: obe- 
dience. of the everlasting covenant. 

As ever your brother in the 


Jesus. 
OLIVER COWDERY. 
To W- W. Puetrs. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD. 
Wiy are they then baptized for the 
deal!—Payt. 


A knowledge of the state and condi- 
tion of the dead has been anxiously de- 
sired and sought after, by almost every 
nation and people in all ages of the 
world. This knowledge was once, by 
revel.tion, unfolded and understood; 
but !ikd other truths of divine teaching, 
through neglect,’ contempt, and. the 
malicious eperations of the. prince of 
darkness was shrouded, and lost, and 


mankind were left to mourn in dispair 
over the ashes of their departed friends 
and associates. ‘hough Enoch, the. 
seventh from Adam, wrapped in vis- 
ion, was privileged to look through 
the vista of succevJing years, and cen- 
turies, aod cras unnumbered, scan tho 
history of convolying and conflicting 
empires, rising, rolling forth, dashing, 
and expiring; though he beheld myri- 
ads of intelligences embod ying, growing 
dying, redéemed, resioreJ, and rising; © 
though the end from the begining was 
thus spread before him, and thousands 
were permitted to hcag hina descant up- 
on the mysteries of redemption, delin- 
eate the tooJes and chagges’of being. 
and depict the glories of tho celestial 
world; yet how'sdéon'did the Alm‘ghty 
look dowp from heaven and find them 
‘all gone out of. the way,’—“the im- 
aginatioh of the theaghts of theirhearts 
ouly evil continually.”? because 
they did not like to retain Gad in the.r 

thoughts, he gave them up to reprobacy | 
of mind, to work out their own destruce 
tion greedily. Frém time to time, how- _ 
ever, he renewed to the just the gospel 
covenant; established a lineal .priest-— 
hood of wisdom, ‘intelligence, virtue, 


til he was difected to Visit again thel/and . blessing; thus penetrating the 


where the records were depos- 
ited. x 
For the present I close, 


gloom of moral darkne 


and bespang- 
ling tie firmamen* ofa 


nightod world 


with with radiances, which, if heeded woul i 


thankful heart that lam permitted to! have been sufficent to guide the way- 
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ward to port of peace.” At length 
the ‘‘Sun of righteousness arose, and 
life and immortality were brought to 
light.” Salvation for the living and 
the dead was proclaimed, “through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” faith 
in him established as a condition, and 
baptism with water, as a seal and 
pledge of the latter, and the effusion 
of the Holy Spirit, as an earnest of the 
promised and desired inheritance. No 
wonder the multitudes ‘gladly receiv- 
ed the word, and were baptized;”’ when, 
by simply trusting in the Son of God, 
and going down into the laver of regen- 
eration, in obedience to his command, 
they could come forth filfed with hope 
and joy; and by the laying on of the 
hands of his duly commissioned and 
authorized servants, receive the fulness 
of his spirit; to lead them into all truth; 
to show them things to come; to take 
of the things of the Father and convey 
them unto them; to assure them that 
death was deprived of his sting, and 
the grave robbed of its victims; anc to 
point them toa state of existence free 
trom woes and ills, and glorious in all 
its associations and enjoyments. ‘ Such 
was the gospel. And as such it was 
proclaimed, by Christ and his apostles, 
to the living and to the dead; for we 
learn from Peter, that Christ went 
spiritually, ‘tand preached to the spirits 
in prison; which sometime wero diso- 
bedient, when once the long-suffering 
of God waited in the days of Neah, 
while the ark wasa preparing, wherein 
few (that is eight) souls were saved 
by water.’ The Tike figure whereunto 
baptism doth now also save us (not the 
putting away the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of agood conscience towards 
God,) by .the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ; who is. gone into hea¥en. and 
is on the right hand of God; angels, and 
authorities, and powers, being made 


_ subject unto him” 1. Peter im. 19-22 


‘Speaking of the wicked Gentiles, he 
ssys [iv. 5,6,] “who shall give ac- 
count to Him that is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead. For for this cause 
was the gospel preached arso to them 
that are dead, that they might be judg- 
ed according, to men in the flesh, but 
live according to God in-the spirit.”"— 

. Wesee by the above, and by other scrip- 
tures, what is the gospel method of sav- 


jing mankind—faith in him, and obedi-. 


ence to his commands by submission to 
the ordinance of baptism, administered 
by those duly authorized and commis- 
sioned. How the living, who hear the 
gospel and have the means of obedi- 
ence within their reach, stand affected, 
1s plain and not easily misunderstood; 
“fle that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not and 
and is-not baptized shall be damned. 
Here we leave the living and inquire 
for the dead. How are they aflected 
by the gospel? ‘We have seen that 
the gospel has been, and we infer is 
still, preached to. the dead—that isto 
disembodied spirits. St. Peter has in- 
formed us why the gospel is preached 
to the dead; ‘that they might be judg- 
ed according to men in the flesh.”— 
Men in the flesh are judged according 
as they believe and obey the gospel, or 
disbelieve and reject it. Inasmuch then, 
as the gospel is preached to the dead, 
they have a capacity and‘ egency,. to 
believe and in some way obey it, or 
the contrary. It is easy to imagine 
how the departed spirit may be made to 
sec, to understand, to comprehend, and 
to embrace truths which were not man- 
ifested to, nor embraced by that spirit 
while incarnated; but how that spirit 
could render acceptable obedience, is 
the subject of our present inquiry. It 
has been a general supposition for ages 
past, that no such acceptable obedience 
could be rendered, and if such spirit 
had departed before being visited by 
the sound of the gospel and without ev- 
er having had an opportunity #f em- 
bracing it, it wasirrevocably lost and 
sealed up to misery indescribable and 
irremovable. True, some have had 
charity to suspend so heavy a judg- 
ment, und to recommend them to mer- 
cy; whije others have endeavored to 
conjure up some means to bribe justice. 
God has been pleased to gers an ans- 
wer to our inquiry, and disclose a truth, 
once well understood and practised up- 
on, but fora long time past wrapped 
up and lost among the rubbish of hae 
It is simply this, that the dingnhople 
spirit shall have the opportunity af cm- 
bracing by faith, or rejecting, the gos- 
el of the Son.of God; and, that its be- 
ieving kinsman may step forth in its 
behalf and be baptized for the remisr 
sion of sins, and be confirmed, for the 
1eception of the holy spirit; and that 
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this service thus rendered shall be 
acceptable in behalf of the believing 
spirit; and that such shall be blessed 
‘with a part in the first resurrection, 
and be a partaker and an inheritor of a 
celestial glory. 

St. Paul understood this principle of 
the gospel, as we 'éarn from his letter 
to the Corinthians, [I’cor. xv. 22, 25, 
26, 29.] **For as in Adam all die 
EVEN so in Christ shall all be made 
alive:—For he must reign, till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet.—The 
last enemy, DEATH, shall be destroy- 
ed.—Else what shall,they do which are 
baptised for the dead if the dead rise 
not aT ALL? why are they then bap- 
tised for the dead?” 
| The above passages of scripture 

teach us the important and cheering 
truth, thatthe departed spirit is in a 
probationary state and capable of being 
affected by the proclamation of the gos- 
The idea is perfectly consistent 
ith-reason, honorable to the divine 
character, and in accordance with the 
desires and wishes of every truly pious 
and benevolent mind. 
’ Compare it with the horrible views 
of the partial bigot, who anticipates 
basking. eternally in the beams of the 
sun of righteousness, in ineflible bliss, 
while he beholds in full view a father, 
a mother, a brother, ora sister, or a 
beloved child, dwelling in eternal bur- 
pings, writhing in hopeless anguish and 
despair, tossed upon the billows of a 
lake of fire, blowing the flames that 
consume his inconsumable spirit, curs- 
ing his Maker, and being cursed.— 
Dreadful heaven to any b2ing but a 
devil! 

Compare ft with the motley associu- 
tion of the impartiat liberalist, who fan- 
cies heaven cofsposed of characters as 
various as those of earth, the pious and 
the profane, the virtuous and the vi- 
cious, the willing and obedient, and the 
disobedient ‘ahd rebellious, cottiming- 
ling in ope, eternal, association, some 

ing the Angel who redeemed them, 
othets ascribing ‘honor to'the penitentia: 
that sanctified; or thé'gibbets that 
sayed them. Horrible: heavento any 
beings bat devils!) 
, But we have net so learned of Christ. 
He offers pardon peace, holiness, and 
atid eternal life to the quick and the 
dead—the living on condition of faith 


and baptism for remission of sins; the 
departed on the same condition of faith 
in person, and baptism by a living kins- 
man inhis behalf. It may be usked, 
will this baptism by proxy necessarily 
save the deud? we unswer no; neither 
will the seme necessarily save the liv- 
ing. But this, with the other requis- 
ites will save both the living aud the 
dead, and.God_ will raise them up. to 
glorify him tugether 

Weare not surprised that"this doe- 
trine should meet with the bitterest op- 
position from the seciarian world. It 
aims a heavy blow at their malevolent 
und dictating spirit; meekly submitting 
the cause of salvation inte the hands of 
him who is bitter able to devise and ex- 
ecute the same. Sectarianism is not 
its only enemy; the devil no doubt will 
oppose this doctrice with all his hosts 
of earth andj hell combined; and why? 
Because‘it enters his dark dominions, 
bursts the prison doors, proclaims liber- 
ty to the cuptive spirits, and sets them 
free. Yes, satan and wicked men 
will rage; but /let them rage. The 
glorious truth, through the instrumen- 
tality of the prophet whom God has 
raised up in these last days, is pro- 
claimed again in the earth; and 
though satan with all his sectarian 
hosts wages War against it, it shall stand 
unshaken ang immovable while. their 
schemes, their creeds, and their works 
shall fade. vanish away, and be forgot- 
ten, or only remembered as a painful 
dream. G. H. 


Philadelphia April 5th, 1841. 


Dear Brotner Suita: 

Through the mercies of our Heav- 
enly regs ath have been prospered on our 
journey. far—we have enjoyed reasona- 
ble health on the way, and have succeeded 
Brother Hyrum abored untemittingly in 
the word and doctrine on our whole route; 
he-bas been joyfully receivod by the brether- 
en-every where. l.trust his Jaboers will be 
hke bread cast upon the waters to be gather. 
ed many days hence: We have had rhe cheen- 
faland valuable ion of the services 
of brothers Babbit and Winchester, wlio have 
aided usin thevobject of oar mission. But 
amidst theo prospects of our present 
prosperity, it bas pleased our Heavenly Fath- 
er to remove from the scenes of political tur- 
moil and party strife, our beloved Haxamon. 
That the weys of the Almighty are inscruti- 
ble to the human mind, — surpass 
sing our deepest councils ex- 
ceedimg our most exalted perceptions of pro. 
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_priety, and Lis goodncas execlling our most 
t sanguine expectations, will fot admit of a 
esing e doult; we are however still left to 
2 trust to that inscrutible wisdour, and Almigh- 
tty power, tu turn this most inclaacholly and 
+isustrous event to our go&l—wheller we, 
not sinned ag a nation by idolizing thut, 
‘worthy and long to be lamented patrivt and 
father of the West. by iooking to fim asa 
. source of relief in our present cplamitics, in- 
alead of relying upon that God in whose} 
hands is the fate of al. the kingdoms and em- 
»pires of the earth, worthy of oor » rious 
@onsideration. It would scein that ibe wick- 
.edness of the present generation is so supers 
latively great, that the Father of mercies has 
.condescended in hia in nite wisdom und be- 
nevolence to ailord to the present nations o 
.the earth, one ofthe most striking cxamples 
of the matability of all earthly glory, honor 
_and excellence, For it is asaerted, and that 
too with great propricty. that the office of 
‘Chief J. nyistrate ot the Uni ed States, fi.led 
as it is by the voice of the people (which is| 
the voice of God) is surrounded witha halo of 
human glory, and earthly grandeur, unparal- 
lected in excellence by all the hereditary Mon- 
archics, RKoyaltics. Aristecracies, or mixed 
‘Republics of tne earth, lence the individual 
whose sudden and unexpected ceath this na- 
tion is now cailed to moura, has been ca!.ed 
from th. very pinicle of human aggrandize- 
ment, afier filling, tor the brief period of thir- 
ty days, the highest and most exalted stauon 
upon this carth, to the peaceful siumbers of 
the tomb, and joyful repose in the paradise 
of God. Though he is hereby taken trom the 
‘tevil to come,” yet we are admonished theres 
by that ‘in the midst of lite we are in death.’ 
O, what a leesonu is this toa sinful wor.d -- 
But | tremble fur my country when | reflect 
that God has taken from us the individual 
who wae so pre-cininently Guahived to res 
store ayain the tranjuility and prosperity c 
ouf nation, While we are surrounded with 
menaces from abroad, and threatencd with 
ruptures and disunion from within, it has 
pleased the Almighty Father, for some wise 
purpose, known only to himself, to deprive 
us of the aid and influence of that amiable 
person to whoin alleyes were turned. We 
are again loosed from our anchorage and cast 
forth upon a boisterous political sea, to toil 
and strive with adverse winds of political 
speculation, with the blustering gules of hu- 
man passion and the mis-leading wnis futuus 
of political c»magogues. . Vain, therefore it} 
would seem, is the help of man; we can only 
rely with assurance of success upon the Lord 
for help. For the credit of human nature, ! 
wish I could gay that thie national bereave- 
ment was duly appreciated by ali our citizens, 
alas! how mortifying the reflection to 
know that there are sume who would even 


Bat I cannot dwell on asubicct which isa 
reproach to my species, at makes ine blush 
thatlam aman. May God protect cur na- 
tion, and grumt that this signahjudgiment of 
his providence nay ca: se our pecple to. leasn 
Wiscém and practice virtue. 

most :incerely yours 
in the bonds uf tuc everlasting 
1. GALLAND. 

P. S. Presisent Haarivos breathed his last 
at % minutes past 1Y o'clock on the morning 
of Ure 4th inst, (yesterday worning a 


Liverpool, ke. of 

-— 

Peace Le t* yos and your 
household, and may the blexsingy of the God 
of Abraham. of Jsuac, and of Jacob rest 
you, and abide with you for cer, and ever, 
Amen. 

[ have to apologise for leing eo long in 
Writing to you, as month atier inonth hee 
rolled along in quick su esaien wince ever I 
performed that du'y, or cropped a line two 
thatman whom above all others upon the 
face of theea.th, huve the vreutest reason 
to respect; because God has anne nt, and cho- 
sen him from among all the nations of the 
earth as the honored ingirnuent to whom he 
would reveal hiimeerlt, the keys of the 
kingdom unto, and by whose means hé would 
uxher injthe **fulnexs of the dixpensation of 
times,’ gather his Israel, bring in the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles, redeem the earth from 
under the curse, aid prepurea peuple for 
thattime when the-earth should resume its 
paradistic giory, ercation be delivered from 
ender the corse. and all creation praise 
the Lord, that cispensation whieh cheered 
the of Patrerchs, and Prophets,” and 
Apostles, that restitution the theught of 
which dried the imartyrs tear, soothed the ' 
pillow -of the cying saint; supported his 
prophets when sirangers, aad pilgrims, u 
held and che: red them in prisous, in dens, in 
caves, in dung-ons, in death; for they had 
respect to the recompense of reward. ‘That 
dispensation which has employed the ener- 
gies of dead (living saints) to accomplish, 
even Abel, Enoch, Noah, » elchizedek, Abra- 
ham, Moses, Eligah, Our Savior, Peter, Mo- 
roni, Alma, Amalck, Nephi,—and Michael, 
and all the priesthood, who according to the 
conncils of God, the decrees of heaven, the 
order of the priesthood, the eternal purpose of 
Jehovah have selected the man, set in erder 
the priesthood, : shered in that dirpenrat on 
of which they all wrote, all prophesied of, all 
looked forward too, all anticipated, all died ia 
the feith of: which faith we participate of, 
which blessings we enjoy; which glory we 
expect to see hronght about through the mer- 
cy ef God the intercession of Jesus, and the 


wish 10 be regarded as respectable. citizens, || united energi«6 of living und dead saints, we 


who are so destitute of every redeeming vir-|| being made 


tue, and so pu Ted with the mulignity of party | 
rancor, that they cannot suppress their infer- 

nal and fiend-like howlings of exultations un- 

til the selemnities of the occasion are ended. |! 
O! what a comment on haman depravity—it | 
would seem as though this generation was | 
labouring under a depravity which could only | 
be the result of the fall ofa second Acam. : 


perfect by them and they by 

I thank God my Heavenly Father, that 
ever I hear< the sound of this 1, and re- 
ceived a part in this priesthood. | received it 
with greater joy than earthly treasures, then 
the efiervescent praise of man, or all the 
empty bubbles of earthly honor. And I pray 
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thet I mey be kept hnmble, and that I may bef home in the evening, and we appointed a 
able to realize continually the importance of}} meeting at his house in the week—members 
a calling und finish my work with joy. attended, to whoin we conversed. We then 
have no doubt but that the rest of my|j took a room that wold held 4 or 500 people 
brethren in the Quotum ‘haveall written tojjand in the meantine visited a‘! that we could 
you, and no doubt wit havé put you in get access to. We called upon many of the 
\ session of all general information in relation) eading ininisters of diierent denominations, 
to the work here; you have also received in-{/ and de:ivercd our testimony to them, some 
telligence of o'r movem. nts through the me- jj received us kindly, some otherwise but none 
dium of the ‘Star’ it would therefore be su- i} wou'd let cs havegtheir Chapels to hold forth 
perfluous in me to center into, those things 


in, they were xo good in general, and so pure, . 
generally. Iam happy to state, however, thut}| that they had no room for the gospel; they 
we have been united in our councilxto the 


were too holy to be righteous, too good to be - § 

present time ; that there has been no discordant || pure, and had too much religion toeuter into Rak 
feeling, nor jarring string;. we were very hap- || the kingdom of heaven. 7 

y to receive a communieation from you, «nd/| Our being in town soon got rumorec about 
to hear that things were . prospering so well|| and I suppose abont 300 attended our first , 
in Nauvoo, and with the church generally ;|| meeting, in preaching the power of God res- 
we were pleased to have your aprrubation|/ ted upon the people. and on my as: ing them 
and council whigh at a! times is very accep- 


ifit was not good news they rexsponded *tyes™ 
table. We have also received yorr letter in|i|—while many wept tinder the intluence of 
the **Times and Seasons” which also gavel the spirit; aiter preaching, ten.persons came 

us satisfaction: and we fecl thankful to our|| forward to be baptized, some of which felt 
rae Father that in ali things we have|| convinced os soon as tiey raw ua that wo 
gone right both in regard to our publishing 


were men of God, end others hud dreamed 
the Hymn Book, te Book of Mormon and/||about us. ‘I’hus we see that ‘the power was 
to our putp oses in regard to coming home, |} of God and net of man and to lim be the 
and in regard to our labors. We find that Glory. i have continued to progress 


all:things 2ur proceedings have preciscly ac- in this place from that time to the prenent ’ 
corded with your council, we have now fbout If in society, REIL 
As it regards the work in gencral it is pros. || dera, 5 Priests, 2 ‘Feachers, and 2 Deweons.—- 
pering here on all hands. in Preston, where it|| We have taken the largcesteHall in Liverpool, 
first commenced; they are continually add-|jand in the most eligible situation for tweive 
ing to the church in Manchester, Gloucester- || months, and things seem more likely for pro- 
shire, Hergfurdehire, and in Lancashire.. In|! gressing than everthey havedooe from the 
London, the work is beginning to break out, || commentement. 
and in Edinburg, and Glesgow it is prosper-|| 1 visited Ireland some time ago and plan- 
ing. In the Isle of Man, and in Wales, it is|| ted the standard of truth in that nation [ 
rollingjforth and to wee a Sectarian expres-|| stayed there something over a week. preached 
sion ‘‘there has been a going among the|inseveral places, and baptized 2 befure I lett. 
raulbery trees” “‘a shaking among the dry|! Elder Curtis is now there and thee is be- 
bones. tween 20 and 30 baptized. I did purpose 
Perhaps it may not be altogether uninter-|| making a stand in Belfast, butas | had other- 
esting for me to give a brief history of in Scotland and Liverpool, 
proceedings since | left Nauvoo in company’ knew that I would not commence without 
with Elder Woodruff, it would be superflu- |! giving our adversarics an advantage which I 
ous for me to state the route we took to New Enew that they would make a dishonorable 
York. Qur inode of traveling, my sickness on|/use of; so I thovght it best not to com- 
the ruad, and eur visit to Kirtland Xc. Avf-||mence, as I had not time to = From 
fice it to say, Elder Woodruff, E:der Turley|| thence I went to the City of Glasgow in 
and I Janded in Liverpool January 1840 and|| Scotland where I met with Elder Hadleck, 
immediately proceeded to Preston, to council || who had raised up a emal! chure'), to whom 
with the Persident of the church in England|/I preached. On my way to Glasgow a gen- 
and his council, as to our best mode of pro-j|jtieman on the same boat informed me that 
Elder Mulholland hod written a letter to his 
friends concerwing the persecution and that 
as he was acquainted with him he, had pab- 
lished it in a periodical! of that City aroma 
I preached several times a'so in a place cal 
Paisely in Scotland, where Elders Mulliner 
and Wright had raised up «church and ob- 
tained considerable influence, from thence I : 
returned to Liverpool, soon after I started to ; 
the Isle of Man, where’'l tired @ large room 
capable of containing #000 pers ons and com- 
and bad an opportonity of speaking in their|| menced delivering lectures: great excitement 
vestry to 18, or 20, preachers, and leaders |) prevailed and a persectiting spirit soon mani- 
while I, was delivering my testimony some itself. beld a discussion with one 
wept and others shouted Glory be to God, |/man, a preacher whith had a tendency to en- 
but when on being asked, [ informed them lighten the eyes of the public. Another 
what society mi be'onged to, they were|! wrote in the papers, and J answered him, a- 
ed pamphlets, and I answered 
them; another delivered leetures and I answer. 
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bath we visited several paces of worship | 
asked liberty to make a few remarks in one 


afraid of us, having heard so many reports. || nother publis 
Une of their preachers, however, lavited us 


§ 


Ris 
= 
¢ 
ny 
> 
re 
wun 


Mar 


ence andisetting in order the affairs of the 


no 


whenee Elders Kimball, and podruff 
_ have started, Elder Levi Rich continues, 


_-emthe “Ulesto, “ perhaps you may get this be- 


-of course opened 
r the Jews, . How the affairs of China w 
terminate is yet, J believe a little uncertain. , 


ait 
hind ads the, God fas of tht 
vealed. it, and his arm supports it. | went to Jgsting Covenant.” ’ 
country, place on the le and and sat down TAYLOR: 


‘in the ehimney corner, and ta ked to a few!) To Paeswwent 
who came baptized 8 
,and confirmed them the same night before | 
left Ahem, nor would they. wait until the mor. 
ning... I sent you several which no 
dou bt you will.have received, 1 staid between 
two and three months in the Isiand, Elder 
Blakesley has been laboring there since I left, 
\now he is gone te New York, and one of our 
Liverpool begthren is there. ‘There is about 
70 baptized and the work is sti]! progressing 
there is another place in the acannes vad 0 
\Laverpool, ‘a branch of this. place, where 
there js 30 members.. ‘I'he numbers in this 
ne} hood that I have had a hand in, are as 
fuliows: 
Liverpool - . 160. Isle of Man 70. 
Irelapd about . Howarden 20. 
I mention this to show that J have not la- 
bored in vain, butthat God:has in some mea- 
sure blessed my feed e labors. 
work in this country is beginning to 
t more genera! notice, and to assume a 
more formidabie and respectable appearance 
in Manchester, in Liverpool, and also in the 
‘Isle of Man, we have gest Hall jn this 
, and men of respectability and influence 
ein to look at it: it has for some time been 
almost exclusively confined to the lowést 
grade of society, particularly in the. manifac- 
tory districts, but I think the time is not far 
distant when the’ trumpet will sound loudly 
through all parts of this land and,all classes 
will hear it. 
You will probably be made acquainted with 
our attentions of visiting America this next 
Spring we. propose ho'ding a general confer. 


TIMES AND SEASONS. 
ciTY OF 


SATURDAY, MAY 1, 1841. 


New is, with 
mach pleasure that Iihave tu:announce 
to'the patrons of the *“Times‘ and Sea- 
sons,” the desirable co 


of Bro, R. B. Thompson,.with mysel 

in the editorial department... mulii- 
plicity of cares, together withsome:-bod- 
ily affliction, has rendered sonie’such 
arrangement necesgary un my, part, in 
order that our paper'may continue to 
merit the respectable standing whieh. it 
has in. some hithé@r ined, 
In selecting Bro. Thompson agan agso- 
cinte, regard ‘was had to his: talents. as 
a scholar, to.his wisdom as a‘ man of 
extensive acquaintance with 
to his candor, prudence, and skill ip 
composing, selecting, and compiling, 
as also his connexion with the first 
Presidency of the church; he being’the 
clerk:of the church, and conséquently 
having a better acquaintance with. the 
Subjects, doctrines, &c., which comes 
before ihem, than, any other ‘petsdn. 
To those acquainted with him, com- 
mentation is unpecessary; and | havo 
no doubt he wil! meet with @ favorable 


reception id coming beforc the patrons 


é¢burch, and then taking our departure some 
time inthe middle ot Apnl.. Elder P. P. Pratt 


of intelligence... w isin on, 


‘of miter, a¥ 
by our, united judgmépts; that alt 
things we may. not be, in this mafler, 
behind ‘the age in which we are called 
to act. By 
We confidenily expect that'this ar- 
rangement will meet the best wishes of 
our patrons, and we earnestly hope.our 


fore any of themrearrive, as it goes to-morrow 
r 
Ne agents will use their influence to for- 


Steam Packet. I have not room for poli- 
tics, in fect there is nothing particu'ar at 


TIMBS AND SEASONS. 
7 ed them, and finally challenged any of them| at The Egyptian affair is settied,’ 
before pol ond the : is coming her galt, 
f of Mormon, and my doctrine false } mot think thi reri Ex d 
they could, but this they were afraid to io | 
+ and gave sip the contedt. eve sir, more clearly | 
f every day ithe impossibility of overturning the } 
; ociples of truth by any of the foolish dog- : 
| 
. 
| 
+ however purposes staying. We have no in- 
telligence yet of Elders Hyde and Page, nor 
any of the Seventies arrived but three, two of 
which have returned. (Elders Winchester 
| and Blakesley) Elder Burnham will stay for or our dei 
: We shall spare no pains to.make our 
| paper a true mirror of the témes, ‘and o 
correct index of theséatons; jotroducing 
ser from time, to ume.guch improvements 
| out its typographical execution col- 
upwards of 200, “She 
the on Ship; ‘**Echo.*‘ Captai 
Wood, a'so for New Orieans. A smal 
company, expect to start the seme route 


~ 


TIMES. ANDSEASONS. 


ward the interests of the paper by ex- 
its circulation ag much as 
sible... While world erg: with 
Ungrary an religious frash of every 
description, it the saints td 
countéract as far as possible its bane- 


ful influence; and this may in a gteat 


‘Yheasure be effected 
circulation . of a peri 
the cause of Truth. Plain, simple, up- 
adulterated,, and unvarnished Tavra, 


‘The extensive 


shall. be, as hervtofore, | 


inscribed upon our, banner. 
C. SMITH. , 


i THE PATRONS OF THE 


TIMES AND SEASONS. 
Having made arrangements to 
Bro. °C. Smith ih conducting t 


us, I would observe 


t t great responsibilities are enyolved 


and it is important that no other desire 
communicate truth and correct 


principles should pervade the minds of 


those.who have the management of the 
_same,,.. Thousands are looking to it'as 
\a source of correct information .respec- 


‘ling trines and ordinances of 
gur holy religion, both in this’ and oth- 


p-mations, and it has been’a means in 
% e economy of Gad of removing much 


prejudice, and throwing @ Hood of light 


apio. places where the elders of Israel 
‘pave. not-visited, and has also been: a 


source of comfort and happiness to ma- 
ny of the Saints who reside at remote 


da aces from this place. .. 


soaintain its ebaracter, and to 
, anake it interesting to.the saints and to 
the lovers-of truth, shall be my con- 


I shall, conjvintly with 
ith, avail myself of every 
potersalina of giving the earliest infor- 
mation of all. i t matters 
doctrine, révelatidn, agd the gen- 
affairs of the 
king. I shall ad- 
‘auTH, or be the 
istering comfort to the 
persecuted saint of God, 
rewarded. 


B. ‘THOMPSON, 
_ AND, INCENDIA Rist: 


citizeus of St. Louis, have lately 
been by a 
of who 


cal, devoted to 


éren bailed 
greatly/edified by their 
Dr. Galland. 


imto the 


Store eccupied | by Messrs. Collier 


Pettus, and two lacks. s, 
then not being able to efleet the 
purpose ¢ get possession Of the funds 
which were in the establishment, mali- 
set fire to the. buildjat which 
‘consumed a large quantity o 
valued at $30, 1000, and the bail 
valued at $10,000. 
Nor is this. all; one of the 
of the Union Fire Company, was ¢rysh- 
ed to death by the falling of the walls. 
From the last accounts, no trace of the 
{| perpetrators of this foul deed had been 
obtained. 


“1 See the numbers, how they swell! 


How they gather like a cloud!” 


7 Since our last, Elder Hiram Clark, 


Old England, have arrived in this city. 
They had.a vérty favorable voyage in- 
deed, ang but very little sickness. 
"Numbers are on the way, and 
are expected here ina few days, among 
whom is Bro. Charles [vins and a com- 
pany from New Jersey. Great curi- 
osity is excited, by persons in the va- 
rious ports, where our bretheren have 
to wait, and great Wonder ‘and surprise 
is manifest. Pond well may’ the peo- 
ple be surprised. for the Lord has set his 
land to **gather his sons from afar, & 
is daugtiters from the ends of the 
earth.” ‘This is but the commencement 
of the work''of the last days, which 
must roll forth with a, power snd glory 
which will not only astonish individu- 
is and communities, but the whole 
world. 

‘We are happy to state ‘that 
Pres. ‘A. Smith, who left this city with 
Dr. Galland to transact business for 
the church in the east, returned a'few 


in good Health, and gives a 


favorable accognt of the progress of 
the ‘work of the Lord, where he has 
travelléd, and that the saints in ‘the 


dast wore making every preparation to 


to this place as soon. as possible. 


Durio be , they were treat- 
ed with the 


The brefhi- 


i in the east 
attend to. some 


a mission Ae the east, and 
we a very pleasing and satisfactory 


main’ 


wr 
- 


a 


rf 

| 

at 
| 
i 
Jiwith about hundred persons trom 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 

OMe 


abroad to. uso their endeavors,to Ai licity. - 


| vur citizens are Be dar 


free use Tomato—we are 


wh 


t of the spread oftruth, opinion, and as is essea- 
sintes that grent enquiries wore mnde|tial to our happincss and prosperity as 


ing ‘tthe everlasting gospel” |in people, we would earnestly recom- 


wherever hetiravelled. [mend its culturedto our, fellow-citizens, 
Bilder ‘Géo. W. Harris, who necom.|jand its geueral usé for culinary pur- 
tothe cast, j is expected home| posos. not heglect it, 


a shorl time. 
ERRATUM. 


We beg lenve to call tho sildaied of| Being in ill health whea our last was 
our subscribers and agents to infotm | published, « typographical error, on 
them. that we have fiow entered page 387, first column, 3: paragraph, 
another six months labor, and that thejjesca:e1 notice: git read thi.s; Resolv- 
period for which many Wave paid for led, that this Of ress dc. 
their papers has elapsed... As many should read conference. 


tas desire to subscribe for the next 8iX1}, > In consequence of the sickness of 
mortths, are regpectfal!y invited to | Rigdon, the'article od tale proph- 


so soon, by rowing the money. to tts, $c. promised in our last, could not 


 toanyofonr authorized agents. We} but as. soon, aw bis heath will admit, 


would likewise -urge upon our om we shgll take in giving it pub- 


subscribers. We that witha veil | 
ry little exertion, opeisubsecription list 40 Row, » St. Lukes, 
could be doabled, and we assure them || London, Feb. 20th 1841. 
that there shall be a ifhe'E litor of the 
crtion on ourpart, tomate the It is with pleasure we 
and Seasons as interresting and ve | occupy some few moments this orning 
ble a perigdical as possible. jin. presenting you informatiog “In rela- 
It is Vv. ufinecessary us tol to the progress which the everlasting 
urge the dtility.of our paper,.ih. remo-| | el is making in this great Metrop- 
ving prejudide, and in» givjog coreect| olis.. We more cheerfully do this, as 
information reapecting “movements | we ‘willbe ‘that information of this 
‘of the: church, - which has now become || will be looked for,jand when reeeiv- 
very extensive, and fromthe vest ao-|/¢d we hops it will prove sntisfactory. 
ccssion ofmembers who are daily flock-| Though we have exper‘enced much 
ing to the standard of truth, will un-| tribulation,’ and had-‘many dificulties to 
doubtedly sooa an ieaportomt oppose inesty lishing, in this city, 
standing. branch of Zion’s kingdom, but through 


To those who prefer the prosperity ty || the power and | ‘assistance of the Moat 


of Zion to their’ ief joy, and who feel | High,.at length we have sdcceeted; tin; 


desirous to assist ip the great work, Jet | tone ‘is permanently dnid, and’bids fnir 
them second our efforts, by. ail to become a great mountain, and 
means in their ower; by ing so they| be? of this vast-city. 

will facilitate the. great and good ‘w eral persons of acknowledged in- 


in which we are unitedly enga ltelligence, influence, and respectability 
All the elders in good who| this city, have submitted to the 


are engaged in the ministry, laf the celestiat kingdom} whoin 
apectfally requested to act 0g agenta| pare Dr. W. J. Albon. 
for the 


tinister of the détiomi - 


Brotha For your more particular ion 
we have ght 10 ‘present you en- 
hee the tes of the first .conference 

r Day Saints ur this 
ho Woubt, ; prop 


Soe 


we zr 


Je OF bo oot reid’ Jor inc present numbe 
© 
0 
Re 
n 
@ 
appear on 
en, help! & 
| 
Dr. 
| of thé @urch of Jesus 
Christ of Day was heid 
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a J. Barre ity Academy, 55 King Moved hy Elder Kimball, , evgondud 
Square, Gostnel road, om Sunday the|| by Joho Griffith that A, Painter be or- 
14th of Feb. 184], there teing present ||dained Teacher at Wolwichy. carried. 
elders H+ C. Kimball, W. Woodruff, L.) The above named persons were thei 
Snow, W. es) and 4 Priests. ordained wmilcr the hands of Elders 
meeting was then called to order|| Kimball. Woudraff, and Snow. |t 
by elder Kimball, o'clock P. M. then moved by Elder Kimball, secon> 
It was then moved by Elder Kimball.|/ded by Elder Woodruff that Elder Snow 
second by Elder Pit, that Elder Wood- be appointed President of this Confer- 
ruff be Pres’t of this Cunference, car-|| enews also to take the superintendency 
rie. of the church in London, carricd. 
Moved by Elder Kimball, seconded Much valuable instruction was then 
by’ Eider Woodruff that ‘Dr. Wm. given 6y Elder Kimball, and Woodruff, 
be Clerk this'Conference, in gelation to the duties of official mom- 
carric bers. 
The meming speried by EldergXim- } l¢ was thoa moved by ElJer Kimball, 
ball by singing avd prayer. seconded by Klder Snow, that this Con-- 
The P'res’t thea calied upon the of-|\ ference be adjourned to Sunday the 
ficial members to represent theit 16th of May 1844; carried. 
spective branches. The Uonference was then closed by 
The church at Bedford rep edjithe President at half past five by sing- 
by Robert Williams Priest, ¢onsis ng ings and yer. ! 
of 42 members, one Priest, seven Wy WOODRUFF Prest. 
ed, twodied. W, COPELAND Clerk. 
Phe church at Ipswich, represcot-d We are now about leaving this city, 


by Eldot Pitt, consisting of 12 mem- h 
aving placed the churches of the Lon- 
Eker, one Priest, one Toxch- Conference under ne 
ldet Snow through whose inst D- 
rch at’ Wolwich 
ned hy’ Griftth consisting of six highest cnofi 
members, one Pricst. that the work of our Lord in these parts 
The-ehurch at London. represented|| ¥'!! prosper and still be onward in its- 
be Atider consiving of 46) Progress We shall visit the churches 
didor 2 Priests, generally in indifferent parts of the kingdom; after 


which we shz.il the 6th of April 
prospect the Confe cence of the Twelve held 


Moved bY Rider Kim scconded |™ in Manchester. After this we intend 


d 
by Elder Woodruff. that James Al- a8 as possible 
bon be ordained Elder in the chureh atl| 


WO rerpain your bretheren 

London, carried. | in the new and 

Moved by Elder Kimball, seconded overlasting covenant. 
by Elder Snow, thot Thomas Barnes B C. KIMBALL. 
be orduined*Teacher, carried. . WOODRUFF. 

Moved by Elder nball seconded |} 
hy Elder Pitt, R. Williams be ~HYMENEAL. 
Beal MARRIED. in this city, Jnn, 28thr 

| ved b by 1841, by Elder Hyram Smit, Mr. 

Pitt ith be ordate- Myrnon Caanpat to ‘Miss Trrnexa Biz-. 


—— in Payson, Adams co., Illinois, 
on the 3lst of March, by Elder Cnaun- 


all. cy G. Mt. Hanver to 
at Ric Bates be or- || Miss Eysugrt. 


samedi inthe church nt Wol- 


wich, carried: ITUARY. 
a d by DIED, in this April. Ist, Han- 
dained, Teacher at Bedford, NAH, Consart -of Wm. Snow, aged 32 


‘ 
he 
tay 
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i 


